I-' generauion, regaraiess of e curture mey 1ve in.
L= | know first hand what life s like without Christin control. As a
~ teenager, my life was rarely permeated by Him. Growing up in a Godly
home, built upon my parents’ faith, | had every opportunity to grow
in Christ. However, | relied upon my heritage for my Christianity. It
was evident | had become<a G.U.B.A. (Grown Up Born Again) kid.
Although | had said a prayer for salvation at the young age of four, |
later knew | was not truly a believer in Christ. At twelve years old, |
. was deeply convicted of my sin and understood my need for salvation.
&;‘A_Ithough,most people assumed | was a Christian. | had leamed
"~ how to act and how to look like a Christia  at my church and in my
Christian school. | knew God had not done His work of regeneration
in my life. | expressed my need to my mother and she led me into true
% repentance andtrustin Jesus Christ foreternal life. God continued
= & towork in mylifé but gradually my teeRage years were plagued with

years at Laivary gave me NUMErous Opportunities 10 grow ana mature
as a Christian as well as a pastor.

So, am | ready to be a “real pastor” yet? | dont think so - if it means
diverting from the call God has placed on my life to serve Him by
serving youth. It has become my observation that old youth pastors
don't just fade away. | believe it is our responsibility to train and equip
the next generation of youth workers who will be pouring themselves
into the lives of the students who will impact their generation for the
Kingdom. For this reason, | am excited to join the Vision For Youth
team whose mission is training and encouraging youth workers &
students for effective global ministry.

Sincerly,
Don Jackson



